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A OHAEM WOETH READING. 

By Isaac H. Hall, 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York City. 



Colonel Elliott F. Shepard, of New York City, obtained recently a number of 
books of charms and incantations, and other like matter, written generally in good 
Nestorian script. The manuscripts are small volumes, less than four inches long, 
and have evidently been used in native doctoring and magical practice. One of 
them, entitled " The Book of the Protection of Men from Everything Evil and 
Hostile," is almost entirely composed of formulas to be written and worn on the 
person. Many of these are of interest lexicographically and otherwise ; but nearly 
all of them breathe a believing and pious spirit, and are redolent of the times 
when religion and magic were believed in with almost equal faith by devout and 
well-instructed persons. One of the charms from this book seems worth present- 
ing in both text and translation ; and accordingly it is here presented. 

Text. 
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Translation. 
Of the Love of a Man and his Wife. — In the Name of the Father and the Son 
and the Holy Spirit. As Adam loved Eve, as Abraham loved Sara, as Isaac loved 
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Eebekah, and as Jacob loved Eacliel, as Joseph loved Asenath, as Moses loved 
Zippora, as David loved Bath-sheba, so, Lord God Almighty, let the love of him, 
and the affection for him, and the desire of him, and the thought of him that 
bears these charms, fall upon his wife and upon his house. And as the sun 
makes his circuit in the firmament, so may the heart and the thought of him that 
bears these charms make the circuit upon his house and upon his wife. May they 
be in love and unity all the days of their lives ; by the prayer of the prophets and 
apostles. Amen. 

The name of Joseph's wife above is given as A s i t h ; but I have rendered as 
if the scribe had written a yud for a nun— a very easy mistake. 



